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DETAILED ACTION 
Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments filed 4/2/2008 have been fully considered but they are not 
persuasive. On page9 applicant argues that Yokota et al does not disclose causing a 
plurality of image data to be displayed in a desired sequence in a second view window 
to be sequentially selected and displayed. However examiner respectfully disagrees. 
Figurel 0 of Yokota shows two view windows. On the right portion, display images 
stored in the image pool. One on the left side displays the selected and arranged 
images (see Yokota et al figurel 0 and columni 0 Iine44-51 ). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claim1-9 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Yokota 
et al (Patent No US 6,282,330) and Merril (Pub No US 2002/0036694). 

Regarding claimi ,2, 3, Yokota et al (hereinafter Yokota) teaches data editing 
apparatus comprising: image selection means for sequencing a plurality of image data 
by causing a plurality of image data displayed in an arbitrary order in a first view window 
to be displayed in a desired sequence in a second view window to be sequentially 
selected and displayed, the first view window and the second view window being 
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displayed in an album creation window (see fIgurelO and columnIO Ilne44-51) but does 
not teach recording means for converting audio signals supplied while the Image data Is 
sequentially selected and displayed In the desired sequence, Into audio data as digital 
signals to record the resultant audio data; Indication means for, while the Image data Is 
sequentially selected and displayed and during recording of the audio data, indicating a 
corresponding playback position In the audio data for each selected image data; and 
data link means for linking each selected Image data with the audio data at the 
corresponding Indicated playback position In the desired sequence. However Merrll 
teaches recording means for converting audio signals supplied while the image data is 
sequentially selected and displayed In the desired sequence. Into audio data as digital 
signals to record the resultant audio data 9see page2 paragraph 0018); Indication 
means for, while the Image data Is sequentially selected and displayed and during 
recording of the audio data, indicating a corresponding playback position in the audio 
data for each selected Image data (see page2 paragraph 0018 and flgure6 ); and data 
link means for linking each selected Image data with the audio data at the 
corresponding Indicated playback position In the desired sequence (see page2 
paragraph 0018 and figure6). 

One of ordinary skill in the art at the time the Invention was made would have 
been motivated to Incorporate audio as In Merrll In to Yokota because it would make 
presentation more Informative. 

Regarding clalm4, 5 and 6, Yokota teaches the data editing apparatus according 
to clalml , wherein the Image selection means Is operable to change an order of the 
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plurality of image data In the second view window at will in accordance with an external 
instruction (column12 line 44-65). 

Regarding claim7,8, 9, Merril teaches the data editing apparatus according to 
claimi, wherein: the recording means records respective audio data for each of the 
sequentially selected and displayed image data(see page6 paragraph 0018 figure6 ); 
the indication means comprises means for starting and stopping recording of the 
respective audio data for each of the sequentially selected and displayed image data 
(see page6 paragraph 0071); and the data link means comprises means for connecting 
the respective audio data in the desired sequence of the image data to form an audio 
file, and for linking each of the selected and displayed image data with the audio file as 
indexes in the desired sequence (see page6 paragraph 0071 figure6 and figure9). 

THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1 .136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this final action. 
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Any inquiry concerning tliis communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to GIRUMSEW WENDMAGEGN whose telephone number 
is (571 )270-1 1 1 8. The examiner can normally be reached on 7:30-5:00, M-F, air Friday 
off. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Iran Thai can be reached on (571)272-7382. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/Girumsew Wendmagegn/ 
Examiner, Art Unit 2621 



/Thai Tran/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 2621 



